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Mr. Wayne Praskins
Superfund Remedial Project Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region EX
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901

Subject: Commitment to Further Investigate the Distribution and
Evaluate the Treatability of Perchlorate in Baldwin Park Operable
Unit (BPOU) Groundwater

Dear Mr. Praskins:

In our July 24,1997 meeting we discussed the need to perform additional groundwater quality
monitoring for perchlorate in the southern portion of the Baldwin Park Operable Unit (BPOU),
and the need to perform treatability studies that will generate engineering data sufficient to design
a full-scale perchlorate treatment unit for the BPOU project.

Since our July 24 meeting we have reviewed various records concerning groundwater monitoring
and production wells, specifically in the area discussed in our July 24 meeting and your July 25
letter, to determine if any previously unsampled wells could be used to monitor groundwater
quality. The purpose of this letter is two-fold: (1) to communicate our finding regarding existing
monitoring and production wells in the area of interest and to commit that the BPOU will
undertake the installation and sampling of additional multi-depth monitoring wells in this area; and
(2) to commit to perform technology screening and treatability testing for perchlorate as
previously described in the technical report entitled "The Distribution and Treatability of
Perchlorate in Groundwater, Baldwin Park Operable Unit, San Gabriel Basin" dated July 15,
1997.
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Groundwater Monitoring

Prior to our July 24 meeting we had identified several wells that could possibly serve as
groundwater monitoring devices. Since that time we have identified additional monitoring wells
and reviewed available records to determine the construction details, specifically the screened
interval of these wells. In total, we have identified wells at eight locations within the area of
interest. The wells/property owners are Masonite Corporation, Valley Detroit Diesel Allison,
Sealco Air Controls Inc., R. H. Peterson Company, Exide, Decratrend/ICI Paints, Weyerhaeuser
Company, and Sonoco. Most of these facilities have one or more monitoring wells with screens
that penetrate to depths of approximately 100 feet below ground surface (bgs). The water table is
at approximately 70 feet bgs. Therefore, these wells would only serve to provide water quality
information on the shallow portion of the aquifer.

The Sonoco #2 well has historically produced water at a rate of SO to 100 gpm and is screened
from 208 feet bgs to 484 feet bgs. It is well suited to monitor groundwater quality along the
southwest trend of VOC and perchlorate distribution. It is also screened in a portion of the
aquifer that should contain concentrations of perchlorate above detection limits if this is the
direction of groundwater movement and if chemicals of concern have moved this far. Although
we initially had difficulty making contact with Mr. Ray McCardell of Sonoco, we did receive a
return call late last week. Mr. McCardell was cooperative and asked that we schedule sampling
of the well for Thursday, August 7. Due to the delay in accessing the Sonoco #2 well, we have
expedited chemical analysis of the sample and expect preliminary results today. We will relay this
information to you as soon as it is received.

The BPOU Steering Committee commits to the installation of additional multi-depth monitoring
wells following a two-phased approach. Phase one includes the installation of two wells in
locations specified as 5-20 and 5-21 in your letter of July 25. We will defer exact placement of
these wells until access issues are addressed. Well installation procedures will be identical to
those followed during the installation of pre-remedial design wells and will be described in a
supplement to the pre-remedial design Sampling and Analysis Plan. We will deliver this document
to EPA by August 25,1997. Once data from these two new wells are received and interpreted in
terms of both existing data and the data from the Sonoco well, we will consider the need for
additional multi-depth wells.

Treatability Testing

In our meeting of July 24, we discussed two general topics regarding perchlorate treatability - the
first being the performance of pilot-scale treatability testing of the biochemical reduction process
previously tested at Aerojet General Corporation's (Aerojet's) Sacramento facility, and the
second being the performance of a technology screening to determine if other technologies show
sufficient promise to warrant bench-scale or pilot-scale testing. Although technology screening is
usually performed prior to pilot-scale testing, we agreed the efforts could run in parallel as a
technology screening was previously performed by Aerojet in Sacramento prior to its pilot-scale
testing in 1995. This new screening exercise will build upon prior work but include information
on technology development which has occurred since that time. This technology screening will
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consider a wide range of potentially applicable technologies including chemical reduction, ion
exchange, reverse osmosis, and adsorption by activated granular carbon (GAC). Particular
attention will be paid to observations made at well-head treatment systems showing that GAC is
effective in removing perchlorate for some limited period of time. The technology screening will
include recommendations for bench-scale and pilot-scale testing of other technologies as
appropriate.

The BPOU Steering Committee commits to perform a technology screening as described above
and discussed in our July 24 meeting. Since our meeting of July 24, it has come to our attention
that a number of other parties have begun evaluations of perchlorate treatability. In order to
obtain information on progress that these parties have made on perchlorate treatability and to
properly evaluate the merits of this work, we propose to deliver a report containing perchlorate
technology screening to EPA by September 25,1997. We are hopeful that within this time period
various stakeholders can agree on an approach that will result in a coordinated effort on
technology evaluation and treatability testing.

The BPOU Steering Committee also commits to perform treatability testing using the biochemical
reduction method in conformance with the schedule provided in the document entitled "The
Distribution and Treatability of Perchlorate in Groundwater, Baldwin Park Operable Unit, San
Gabriel Basin" dated July 15,1997. A work plan will be prepared and delivered to EPA by
August 25.

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss the scope or schedule for this work, please
contact me.

Sincerely,

Baldwin Park Operable Unit Steering Committee
Don E. Vanderkar, Co-Chairperson

Praskins 6.97/PC


